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"To my dad] Friend and School fellow 


- Mr. A. OWEN. 


E- way jo Dedicaring now oy at {aſhims" ſeems ta 
- me to ſtand in as "gyeat need of 2 Reformation, ' as does 
-"ouy Poetry. = as we take nothing to be True and Ges 
21011 nane- rtf cy Li iobe, Erothy, and bas a wane 

con Ar Perm it ; ſo the ere to ſtand perſuaded, That 
bn Epiſtle Dedicati loſes its ee o ; dre: 'd up with groſs 
onl "open Flattery, to elf 7 bn made Reh 
Cheek. Bht here it is at hard matter th judge, Whether the [mpudence 
of" the Author,"or the Vaniry' of the Patron (who believes af true that's 
ſuid-of him-)-toes comribute moſt to ci 
Now ( Sir err 
$&nd yonfnng wpon me in pre 
Ions "yet; to as EET wor the 

p ng on of rumting COliNes 
defrorh generality of Dedicaring = xy = 4 particular Exams 
ple might have any ſmall Influence in correfting the Slar Licenſe they 
fake wpon. futh like occaſions :" For here 1 was par tified chat Þ might tome 


off without the leaſt flattering Glance; wich one who (tho'y01ng) has 
ience enough to widerſfland, that Perſonal ReſpeFt is not to be efti- 
mated by the-fine Com s and Flouriſhe ſhes of a Fanciful Pen. ' And 


for'ny part,”'T think if if our Poets go on at their old Rate but a litrle lon- 
$a ' we ſhall be apt" ro mterpret Eos of "this fort as we do Dreams, 
. 


be Contrary 
.\The.gre funda that Poetry has 'of late been ſubjeft to, together 
with the reſpe 1 always had oY it, gave occaſion for the following Re- 
fleQion: For as I was 'confulering how much this' Art was eſteemed 
anong/ our Forefathers, and how Yenerable, nay, almoſt Sacred, the 
Name of: a Poec was then; Surely" (thought T) the Former Honour, 
». and the Preſent Diſzrace the Mules [ye \under, could never depend on 
the different Capricio's of two divers Apes, but there muſt be ſome 
more reaſonable Ground for this matter, which if once diſcovered, will 
give a very fair opportunity of reſtoring V, erſe to its Primitive Dignity, 

Gs _— are y wy Juſeef, That the want f Genius # m our Age has 

| A 2 


given 


We RB Sgt "HO F OE. 


| The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


given Poetry this dead Wawe : But they, will faon frng the Miſtake, 
if ( laying afide the blin, neration we have = Antiquity) they compare 


the Ancients and Moderns in any ore of Poetry, exce i» Epic. 
8 {ex 


So that wemuſt ſeek out for ome os wh 
mer, And ng others may by, not ; 


I al noe. ). is that w_ bath ; efor a / 
an Odjum on. that moſt Excellent . wi. 


querors, and Enyy of Philo ed Wb 
What 1 have lrenjarn'y remand 


0m to be true ). + 
eady | aL. Ire 
2 « dork nb ns for as 
glad to LS IF Eminen an A of the ſame Opinion with me 3 5 fo 
| ThadladaR ght of ny Reflecion, the laſt 


word Ada, "nk: wor, oh 
is a5 OC Os Je 
4 Per) 7 gs 
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REFLECTION 


ON OUR 


Modern Poef\ y. 


: Pikes (od nd athens YT 6 
With Heat Divine, and Saczed Fwy fir'd; J 
| How.cgines itthen, thateach Poetick Piece - 
Gives now- a-days Encourtgemient tb Five oh 

Each Line (or elſe we think it will not do }-'< 

With wanton Love, and Flames unchſe ma lon 

That ſcribling Fop that would a-Poer be, 

Firſt bids adieu to all his Medefty *r 1 2 gn 

Invokes not Phebus, but the God.of Wines... FR? qua 

Crowns his hot Temples: with th! jaſpiring Vii: - © 

TR (OO IR OP make m Thoughts fublime, 02:1 

Fox ia a Sober Mood FOR canine © | 

But ſure Great noechusg Name 96:23 viel. c7 

Nor Lofty. ro his Eternal Fame; | } ad tne 

Their Mules « as Veſtal Virgins weere, IS: OTNAED 

Stately, not Proud ; Retery'd, but not Severe. 
1ngl@ | B | The 


_ Sits Eaſy now, and is with! 


(2) 


The Flame that thro' their Works ſo bright does ſhine, 


Was ſurely kindled by a Breath Divine, 
No Cupid's Puff, nor Frenzy caus'd by Wine. 
But that our Follies we at large may ſee, 
Let's cloſer view'our Modern Pyeſy. 
What place ſo much debauch*d as is our _ 
Which next the Paſpit, ſhoutd.correRt the Age? *; 2 
What anciently Devotion did begin, | : 
 Wehave converted tothe uſe of Sin; .. 
And on our Theatres we daily ſee 


Vice triumph o'er gy + ; a 
But happy Athens! whhigle mare ſpleddid Saba 

Was moraliz'd by Sophocles wiſe Rave : 

Who e're he did pretend to Poetry, 

Search'd the grave Precepts of Philoſophy; © © "8 

Hence 'twas he tanght bucwhac he learnt before?” ' 

And pradtisd thoſe found Rules his EO" 

He doubly charin'd his Modeſt Audicnce; 

By good Example; and wiſe Rloquence. 


Philoſophers far ſhartin' reaching/ came; Pals. {gh > 


Their Naked Virtues meadows mag RY j 


The Pear! they repreſented tothe View 
Unpoliſh'd, as It naturally grew. © oo] = 
| Bur Poets put a Gloſson't; Yade ins; LD 

Then 'rwas embrac'd as ſomewhat ttiofo Divine. © 
And what the People chought too Hitd before, © 0 ob 


'1 26910) 


IP And now what weak Exciiſe, whit vain Prethtce, 
4 Can Chili Pr bring intheis Dei | 
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(3) 

Shall Heathens teach by Nature's Gloweworm Light; 

What they negle&t when Faithdireds their - ol 

Or are our Palates vitiated, and we 

Can reliſh nought bur Fice in Poetry ? 

Muſt They indulge the 10, and footh our Fate; 

Or elle prevent it e're it betoo late 2 

If Weareled away by Rrong Delire, 

Muſt They add Fuel eo-the raging Fire? 

Not - ſo did Orpheus ; but with muneful Voice, 

Taught Salvage Men that follow'd Nature's Choice, 

That wildly ftray'd in ſhrubby Brakes all day, 

And herded with the gammon Beaſts of Prey ; 

E'en Theſe he taught their Paſfrars-coſubdae, . - + 

Through Error's Mazd td follow Reaſons Clue, ' - OS 

Their Moſſy Caves and;Gratto's whorſake, | 7 | 

And fitter Dwellings farthetnielies iv make ;- 2 <2 

And that in LeargingGritze did{o' hls + Afi, 5 ana 

Was wholly oyriagto his Baered Lopes Gre? nk 
"Then ler ſome pat Wie he he if 00-0; 

Who dares be obſlinacſ{B0t ee 77" © ; Or 

Ler him buc-turn che Scream of - Flor, *- 

And make lt in ies proper r 

| He needs not fear his Bayes ſhall\widh 

ſ | Or that We ſhall deſpiſe hiw-Phenyy * * ITY 

For Yi irtue, when well dreſsdimGdrtely Grate 

Has ſurely Charms ſoleyelyirberBace, | 

| | Weall ſhould Vice forſake, nd Lb avges. 


\ But He muſt then He graW=a, = $2: 
No Wanton Scenes have in his Poemifhare : 


+ ILESC 


A Plot and Moral let him. chuſe;: that's free 
Fromall Allays of fulſome:Riboldry,:.. 
Which in our Modern Plays tao ofc-wre ſee. 
Let not Immodeſt Love come.inhis Rhimes ; 
Which to excuſe, . our Poets oftentimes 
Reply, They bring ſuch Objedts into view, - 

To make us loathe thoſe Paſſions we: purlue. 

Bur this is Falſe ; They always move Defire, 

Fan by degrees inus HilawfubFire : 7 21 oh 
For here the Ppets' Warm Expreſſions move 

: Th' Unthinking Herd ſuch Paſſions toapprove3 » -- 

of Thea let *em be; with Care) rethoyd: from light ; J 

If well be free, wenwſtforger 'cm.quire. 
6 The Wiſer Ancients SE, EIN 4 £01 
Co And- made their Tragtaies mote Maſculine. - elk hs x 4.2 7 
1 | Each nervous Sceneſome Manik Viime rug, _ 
Untainted withthe leatJtomptlet «Thoughe,/©7 44 
Their Heroes were more Suga} Ns 147/86 
Scorn'd whining Lgyes1804 Jinlouſyia fond Jars: - 
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(5) 

If Rill their Fopperies we lnazate, = 

And their vain Cuſtoms wear [fe Tranſlate: 

We want not Genius for the Backis Mule, 

Would Brien buc all Foreign Aids refuſe ; 

Nor of our Language need we to complain ; 

*'Tis Pompous, Bold, aad fits the Tragick Scrain. 
Our Poers toothat tave wiote Comedy, | 

Have it enough, but fail in/ Mede/ty: 

They ſtill forges the End for which they write, 

And mind not Profit, fo they can Delghr. 

But he that wears the Suck, ſhould carcfully 

Purge all his Writings from Obſcenicy : 

And though the Age's Humw he expole, 

Yet no Vnſeemly things ſhould he diſdoſe. 

His Plays ſhould be a Glaſs; where All might fee 

How to corredt their own: Deforaxey. 

Terence in this ; might july claimehe Bayes, 

Whoſe Lively Draughts ſucceeding Ages praiſe - 

By Him was taught upon the Renas Stage, 

The Duties proper toeach State and: Are. 

Bur bere wich us, ina whole Comedy 

One Yirtuous Charafter you cannot ſee : 

Rather than want for Fice, we chulſe to draw 

Strange Monſters, contrary to Nature's Law; 

True Innocence the Poet ridieules, 

And Honeſty reſerves for none bue Fools. 

His Gentleman he makes a Wondrous Sage, - 

That's deeply read in Vicesof the Age : 

His\Miſtreſs and his Cloaths employ his Care ; 

Of all his Thoughts his Countrey claims no ſhare? 

C 


(6) 

The Damſel too, cer Fifteen Years expire, 
Is all o'er Love, and Wanton with Defire ; 
Then ftrait all Filial Duty's laid aſide; 
And nought will pleaſe her, but the'Name of Bride : 
| Which once obtain'd, doesſoon uneafie prove, 
And ſtill ſhe trafficks in Forbidden'Love ; 
Her Husband's Kiſſes. loſe their-wonted Taſte; 
And ftollen Pleaſures always Reliſh'beft. £9 
Theſe Charafterswith Wit:and Language joyrid;: 
Muſt needs Inſtru a Youthful Reader's Mind'! 2G 

Theſe 11s, tho' great, yet are but light to Crimes, 
Whoſe Horror ſhall amaze ſucceeding Times !'” : 
See now the Poet's Boldii-Miſchief grown,” | 
And turns to Ridicule the Sacred Gown ! 
The Grave Divine a Laughing-ftock he makes; 
And the firm Baſis of Religion ſhakes: = 
High Heav'n's Embaſſador within the: Scene 
Lays by his awful and becoming Mien, 
And takes upon him there- ( O Monſtrous light 1) 
To play the Pimp, or Canting. Ehpotrite. 
Happy the Heathens! whoſe Impiety . 
Ne'er mounted yet to ſuch athigh degree. 
Due Reverence to cheir Prieſts was always ſhown, 
And Diſtance kept from; the Myſterious Gown. 
Calchas was Fear'd and Honour'd as a God, 
The Grecian Army ſtill Obey'd his Nod. 
But hear, O hear ! how mighty was the Hand | 
Of Hoſes, and how powerful the Ward, 7 
That wrought ſuch Wonders in Proud Pharaoh's Land ! 


-- 


Reyolye 


(#) 
Revolve th' amazing Hiſtory, and learn. 
The Dignity of Prieſthood to diſcern. 
Satyr, which was a wholſome: Remedy, 
Preſcrib'd to cure a People's Malady, 
When prudently apply'd doth Good produce; 
But as all Goods are ſubje&' ro'abule, * 
So this of Late no Publick Cureintends, 
Bur only ſerves to black' Malicious ends. 
We dip our Pens in Gall when eerwe Write, * | 
And all our Inſpiration is but Spite: 77 7 © ih 79D 
But Horace, free from Prejudiceand Rage; 
With Honey did the ſmarting Sting affuage : * 
His Satyr grinn'd not as it bir, but'Smil'd, © ' 1ctols 2 
Both Cur'd the Reader, and his Care -- mo 27%) TORE 
Had Dryden never Writ, then Britain ill: 7 
Had with Deſpair admirdthe Roman Skill + * 
But now, by his Example raughe; we kow, 
That Fineſt Satyr in our'Soit will gtow.” tf | 
Our Songs and Lietle Poems,” for moſt part? * © © ''* 
Have much degraded the Poetick Are: ond; | 
On Trifling Subjects all our Wit we drain ; 
Which little Credit to the Writer gain. 
Turn over cery Late Miſcellany, 
You hardly can a Modeſt Copy ſee. 
Broad Words, and fulſome "Thoughts we now admit, 
And praiſe the Nauſeous Abthot for a Wie. © 
But ſure by Men of Senſe and Quality, 
The Wretch is Pity'd for his Ribaldry ; 
And here the Petty Scyibler's Blaſted Bays 
Is propt bur by the filly Vulgar's Praile. 
| | Were 


+ Were I delign'd by Kindet 


To Courta Muſe, and follow:Pary,: ' mh l 
My early care ſhoulghetozaile a Feode | Id Ys 

Toguard All-Pure my Nathue Inogoie s - Þ + | n 
My Infant-Genius ſhould tej& V/of + leata, | 7 
And Modeſty _ be its great Cangern $ we -iefl 


©* 


of Gen, 


For Reputation, if it ICE helef, - 


Can never be regliip'd by any Colt; X 
[Tis Bright like Chryſtal, ++ but "ris Brite 200, 33A 64 
Eaſieto Crack, but bard ferro Go 71. : 6b 4 {6 er 
Then cloſely would | watch m' unraineed Myſe, f4 


Thar She no Mereppging Aus thould uſe 3 age Lip T6 


